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BEDFORDSHIRE BADMINTON UPDA’

Welcome to this 3™ and festive issue of
Shuttle  Express, the newsletter
designed to keep you up to date with
all Badminton matters within our
county.

In this ‘turkey stuffed’ issue:

% Chair's Corner
N
¥ Academy School Status
% Get back into Badminton
% Junior Round Update
N
% Coach Education Courses
‘-‘
L

CHAIR’'S CORNER ERRY
CHRISTMAS]
Well, | guess one of the main
messages of this latest newsletter is in
the picture — but there are a number of
others too, so please read on!

One item of news that's very “hot off
the press” is that BADMINTON
England has been successful in its bid
to stage the 2011 Badminton World
Championships in London. Bids to
stage major European badminton
events in England are being put
forward in January and, if successful,
that will mean staging high profile
badminton events in England in 2009,
2010 and 2011 followed by the
Olympics in 2012. If we’re successful
in gaining the 2009 and 2010 events
they will be staged in Liverpool and
Manchester — so therell be a
geographical spread of events too.
Success in gaining so many events will
present us with a unique opportunity to
both promote and grow our sport — so
please make sure that your club is

ready and able to cope with the
interest that will be created.

In anticipation of that, and to assist
with the allocation of Performance
Centres, all affiliated clubs have been
asked to complete “self assessment”
forms.  This is the first time that
BADMINTON England has undertaken
such profile research of affiliated clubs
and when the results of that are
overlaid with the results of the Active
People Survey it will give us a real
picture of where badminton is really
successful and where development
opportunities exist. In addition, and as
pointed out above, the results will also
help with the allocation of Performance
Centres. Somewhat disappointingly,
as at 05 December, Bedfordshire had
the least number of self assessment
forms returned out of all the counties in
the East Region — so please prompt
your club secretary to get your club
form returned as soon as possible.

Elsewhere in this Newsletter Ollie has
detailed Coaching Courses available in
Bedfordshire during 2008. Although
these may, at first sight, appear
expensive please don't forget that in a
number of cases grant aid is available
to assist with the cost. Please contact
Ollie for further details.

My thanks to many of you who
supported National Badminton Week.
Unfortunately we don’t seem to have
raised very much for charity through
the “hitting challenge” — but thanks to
those who did manage to raise money.
Generally | think that we had more
success with the “taster sessions” as a
number of clubs reported significant
levels of interest.



I'm sorry to report that we had to
cancel the Club Player Tournament
scheduled for 17 November because
of lack of entries. This was a
considerable source of disappointment
to the organisers as this tournament
was originally introduced to give non-
county players an opportunity to
compete in an event that was just for
them. Please can you discuss the
future of this tournament within your
club as it would be good to get “club
views” at the next County AGM — to be
realistic if there is little or no interest
we won't plan this into the 2008/9
season’s events.

January sees the launch of SportsAid
within  Bedfordshire. SportsAid
supports young people who have talent
and an aspiration to succeed in sport —
perhaps a good example of this is that
15 out of 17 British medal winners at
the last Olympics had, at some point in
their development, been supported via
SportsAid. For a number of years
Milton Keynes has had a local branch
of SportsAid and during 2007 they will
have generated circa £30,000 to
support young talented sportspersons
in Milton Keynes. The aim is to launch
similar, local, fundraising / dispensing
bodies in Bedfordshire — so please
watch out for the commencement of
local activities.

Just before | conclude I'm sure that
you'd like to learn that Mike Brooks
(until recently our long serving Hon
Treasurer) is still convalescing and that
he and Pat have now moved into their
flat in Grange-over-Sands. Mike says
that he still has little or no use of his
left side but is managing to get around
with the aid of a stick. I'm sure that
you'll join with me in wishing both he

and Pat well in their new home and
that Mike continues to recover.

Finally, the message is in the second

picture.

Derek Batchelor
Hon Chair

This year has seen the introduction of
the national schools competition
across the county, and here in
Bedfordshire we have had a great
participation from schools.

The first rounds of this year's
championship kicked off on October
31*" in the Sandy School Sports
Partnership, and were completed in
Luton on Thursday 13" December.

The next round of the competition sees
teams moving into the county finals,
where they will be ‘Hitting out’ for the
opportunity to represent Bedfordshire
at the regional competition.

The county finals day takes place on
Wednesday 30" January, at Luton
Regional Sports Centre, the format of
the day will be:

Year 9 Girls:  10.00am — 1.00pm
Years 10/11 Girls:10.00am -1.00pm

Year 9 Boys: 1.00pm — 4.00pm
Years 10/11 Boys:1.00pm — 4.00pm

Year 7/8 Girls: 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Year 7/8 Boys: 2.00pm — 5.00pm

The schools being represented on this
day are:



Ashcroft
Beauchamp
Bedford Modern
Biddenham
Brewers Hill
Brookfields
Burgoyne
Cardinal Newman
Challney

Dame Alice
Hastingsbury
Holmemead
Holywell

Icknield

Lealands
Leighton

Lincroft
Newnham
Redborne

Robert Bloomfield
Samual Whitbread
Sandy
Sharnbrook
Stopsley

Stratton

Vandyke

ACADEMY SCHOOL STATUS FOR
STOPSLEY HIGH........

Stopsley High school, Luton has been
awarded 'Forza Badminton England
Academy School' status, and in doing
so become the first Bedfordshire
school to be awarded this status.

This success is due to the school's
commitment to badminton, superb
facilities and a commitment to
providing high quality teaching in
lessons as well as high quality
coaching in extra curricular badminton
clubs.

To gain badminton academy school
status, Stopsley High School, had to
meet BADMINTON England’s
demanding Key objectives which are:

To support a high quality learning
programme of badminton

To provide a high quality teaching
and coaching programme to
support and benefit  pupils,
extending this programme into local
schools and the community

To provide best practice in the
nurturing of young badminton talent
including identification and
development of talented
performers, coaches, volunteers
and officials

To raise the profile of the game
through enjoyment and
opportunities

Stopsley, through the dedication of
their PE staff, who have driven this
initiative, have met these objectives by
the provision of Badminton in school in
a number of innovative ways, both as
part of the school curriculum, and as
an extra curricular activity. But it is
more than simply offering the sport, it
is about encouraging and nurturing
talent, creating excitement for the sport
and giving all the opportunity to
develop their skills further.

Stopsley includes badminton in the PE
curriculum for both boys and girls from
key stage three onwards, and
organises seven badminton clubs as
part of their extensive extra-curricular
programme.

I'm sure you wil join me in
congratulating Stopsley High School
on this achievement, and we look
forward to them assisting with the
development of Badminton within
Luton.



BADMINTON

The GET BACK INTO campaign, of
which has been adopted by all six
County Sports Partnerships within the
East Region, had it's first BADMINTON
event at Dunstable Leisure Centre
from 24™ Oct — 28™ Nov, 7 — 9pm,
lasting for 6 weeks.

These sessions provided local, relaxed
and non competitive sessions, to
enable participants to ease themselves
into the sport.

These sessions have resulted in the
core group of players, continuing to
play Badminton together, just showing
the social qualities of our sport.

The next GET BACK INTO
BADMINTON sessions, will take place
at Biddenham Upper School, between
7 — 9pm, starting on Monday 28"
January and running for 6 weeks.

For more information please visit:
www.getbackinto.co.uk

JUNIOR CLUB TEAM
TOURNAMENTS

The Under 14 & 18 Junior Club Team
Tournaments were played at the Luton
Regional on Saturday 1% December.
This tournament is restricted to Junior
Clubs affiliated to the Beds B.A. and
I'm pleased to say that we had 56
young people playing and not all of our
Junior Clubs entered.

The matches were played in groups so

the players had a lot of Badminton.

Things would not have run as smoothly
as they did without assistance from the

parents and Club helpers so a big
“thank you” to them.

Under 14’s

1% — Biggleswade “A”

2" _ Goldington “A”

3 _ Leighton Buzzard “A”
4" _ Biggleswade “B”

5" _ Bedford “A”

6™ — Bedford “B”

7" — Goldington “B”

8" — Leighton Buzzard “B”
9" — Bedford “C”

Under 18's

1% — Bedford

2" _ Leighton Buzzard “A”
3 _ Biggleswade

4™ _ Leighton Buzzard “B”
5" — Dunstable

The Under 12 Team Tournament is due

to be played on the 23ebruary.

Barbara Lincoln: Hon Match Secretary

On Sunday 20™ and 27" January we
are holding the County Age Group
Tournaments for U13, 14, 16 and 17.
Anyone who is eligible to play for the
Junior County can enter and the entry
forms are attached. If anyone should
have any questions then please
contact the Tournament Secretary,
Anne Adamson, on 01234 401674.

The Under 12 and 15 Age Group
tournaments were held in October at
Luton Regional, and a high number of
entries were received.



Results:

U15 Competition
Boys Singles
Girls Singles

Boys Doubles

Girls Doubles

Mixed Doubles

U12 Competition

Boys Singles

Girls Singles

Boys Doubles

Girls Doubles

Winners
Darren Adamson
Emily Parsloe

Darren Adamson &
Steffano Sacco

Katherine Moor &
Hazel Trengrove

Darren Adamson &
Emily Tomkinson
Winners
Alex Ingham
Neelam Kaur

Alex Ingham &
Samuel Mortimer

Neelam Kaur &

Runner(s) Up

Matthew Harris
Hazel Trengrove

Tom Rooney &

Tristan Fletcher

Emily Tomkinson &

Freya Twigden

Matthew Harris &
Katherine Moor
Runner(s) Up
William Pinney
Chereele Hibbert

Lorenzo Sacco &
Dale Turner

Lizzy Moor &

Cherelle Hibbert

COUNTY JUNIORS

As a result of some of the Schools
Tournaments that have recently been
held across the County, we have
welcomed new players to the squads.
These tournaments have been a great
way of introducing badminton to
children and increasing the awareness
and interest in badminton as a whole.

Squad training continues  each
Saturday for the three Junior squads
under the watchful eyes of head coach
Colin Pearson.

Despite the lack of warmth at Bradgate
Road, energy and enthusiasm levels
are high, and the dedication of all
concerned is a credit.

Olivia Foord

The sessions vary in length, dependent
upon the age of the participants, but all
consist of fitness, shot making and
games.

Individually, we have had a number of
good performances in the Age Group
Tournaments held by Badminton
England, with medals having been won
at every age level. The number of
people who have achieved grading
status has increased since October to
6, and this number will grow again in
January at the time of the next Grading
Review.



SHIRES LEAGUE

The season has started well for most
of the County Junior teams. The U13's
have played three Shires League
matches winning two and the U15's
have played three winning one.

Pride of place though goes to the
Ul7's, who have started the season
with a real smash and sit top of the
table having won all four games. Those
currently to have represented this team
are — Nicole Walker, Natasha Bolding,
Mary Wang, Georgina Crossman, Ami
Lyons, Jasmin Lakhani, Darren
Adamson, Peter Adamson, lan
Robinson and Richard Kemp.

Lastly, Nicole, Mary and Georgina
have also represented the Senior
County in matches this season — and
have acquitted themselves well.
Congratulations to them all.

Paul Adamson: Junior Secretary
COUNTY MATCH RESULTS
1% Team

Beat Leics 3rds 8 — 7 away

Lost to Surrey 3rds 10 — 5 home
Lost to Suffolk 9 — 6 away

Beat Berks 2nds 11 — 4 home

2" Team

Lost to Suffolk 2nds 8 — 7 away
Beat Norfolk 2nds 9 — 6 away
Beat Kent 3rds 9 — 6 home
Lost to Herts 4ths 8 — 7 home

Barbara Lincoln: Hon Match Secretary

. BADMINTON Level 1 coaching
. course

Dates: 1st March, 15th March & 23rd
. March 2008 (must attend all 3 days)

Venue: Badminton Hall, Bradgate
. Road, Bedford.

Cost: £195 — subsidy may be
available, please contact Ollie Jordan
. for more details.

BADMINTON Level 1 coaching
course

Dates: 26th October, 9th November &
16th November 2008 (must attend all 3
days)

Venue: Cedars Upper School,
Leighton Buzzard

Cost: £195 — subsidy may be
available, please contact Ollie Jordan
for more details.




BADMINTON Level 2 coaching

course

Dates: 19thApril, 20th April, 4th May &
15th June 2008 (must attend all 4
days)

Venue: Luton - Actual venue to be
confirmed.

Cost: £350 — subsidy may be
available, please contact Ollie Jordan
for more details.

......................................................................

: BADMINTON Level 2 coaching
i course

Dates: 25th October, 26th October, 9th

November & 21st December 2008
i (must attend all 4 days)

Venue: Cedars Upper Schooal,
i Leighton Buzzard

Cost: £350 — subsidy may be
available, please contact Ollie Jordan,
Badminton Development Officer for
more details.

that's all for this month, please
remember that this newsletter is for all,
so if you are your club has a notice, or
news that you would like all to know
about, then please submit them to me
by the deadline for the next issue: 25"
Feb 2008.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

Ollie Jordan
Badminton Development Officer

07825 362 833
oliverjordan@badmintonengland.co.uk

To unsubscribe to this ezine send stop to oliverjordan@badmintonengland.co.uk, if you

wish to put an article in the next issue of Shuttle express please send these to
oliverjordan@badmintonengland.co.uk by: 25" February 2008




